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News from the President:  
For the Welsh Society, March is one of the most poignant 
months on our events calendar, with the celebration of the 
Patron Saint of Wales. Every year we strive to provide 
events to celebrate our Heritage, Tradition & Welshness. 
Alas this year, after great consideration & a disappointing 
RSVP of 30 people, all Committee Members were 
unanimous that St Davids Day Dinner should be cancelled – 
a first for the Society. Fortunately our “Hiraeth” was 
restored when we joined the Cape Welsh Choir on the 1st 
March at their practice Hall for a hearty rendering of the 
Anthem “Mae Hen Wlad Fy nhadau” with a few Welsh 
Society members. Canon Rev. Sarah Rowland-Jones 
entertained us with some Welsh Prose.  The St Davids Day 
service was a truly lovely afternoon (more below). 

Following this the committee will be contacting you shortly 
to gather your input on events & the Society going forward. 
We would appreciate your support & constructive input. 
(Aswell as updating your details.)  

I look forward to seeing you all at the next event – the AGM 
in May (for faggots & Peas) & feedback from The Welsh 
Society over the past year & Interkindred plans.  

 
Sian Ferch Ianto 

President 

St David’s Service: 

A well-filled Cathedral to enjoy the Service, delivered by 
our Canon.  Readings by Hywel Hughes and Alun Davies.  
Hymns and songs of praise lead by the Cape Welsh Choir. 

Afterwards the gathering at the Cape Hollow Hotel, which is 
always thoroughly enjoyable, for coffee/tea or whatever you 
favoured and of course sandwiches and cakes supplied by 
Cape Hollow Hotel and Welsh Cakes supplied by ladies of 
the Society.  The singing went on till quite late accompanied 
by John on the piano.  A fitting celebration also of our 
President’s birthday. 
For those who attended, you have to agree, it “was a good 
one!!” 
 

Future Events 
Please diarise the AGM to be held on the 5 May at 
Goodwood Social Club at 19:00 for 19:30.   

Faggots and Peas will be available and maybe cheese and 
biscuits. 
Once again enjoy a social evening with fellow 
countrymen/women and friends after the meeting. 
 

Member News: 
Our best wishes for a speedy recovery to Riaan Barnard 
(Janet & Trevor Morgan’s son-in-law) who has returned 
home from Hospital to recuperate. 

We are very happy to say that Jacky Jones has now returned 
to the fold very fit and well. 

Also Mike Atkins bounding with renewed energy after 
having a stent put in place. 

 

Welsh Rugby News: 
Slam-less England left red-faced 

Tue, 22 Mar 2011 15:04 

 
England made to look the fool? (c) Getty 

     
   



English rugby officials have been left red-faced following 
the leak of a pre-recorded Nike advert which hails 
England for winning the Six Nations Grand Slam. 

England's hopes of winning the Grand Slam were dashed on 
Saturday when Martin Johnson's side were routed 24-8 by 
Ireland in a one-sided defeat at Lansdowne Road. 

However, a Nike advert saluting England as "Grand Slam 
Champions 2011" was leaked onto the Internet on Tuesday 
despite the team's defeat. 

The video shows England stars Toby Flood, Chris Ashton 
and Ben Foden in a series of staged action clips before 
signing off with the team's red rose emblem. 

The RFU later issued a statement expressing dismay at the 
leak, insisting that the footage for the advert was shot in 
advance for commercial reasons and denying Ireland were 
taken lightly. 

"The RFU works with all its commercial partners on their 
sponsorship activation," the statement read. 

"Forward planning is a crucial part of all commercial 
partnerships and all contingencies, winning or losing, have 
to be considered. 

"It is disappointing that details of Nike's internal planning 
has got into the public domain. 

"In no way did the RFU or the England team underestimate 
the challenge that the Ireland team would pose. 

"We were well beaten by a team who played better and we 
have the utmost respect for (Ireland coach) Declan Kidney 
and the Irish players." From www.rugby365.com To watch 
the video go to this link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJ5VT_u3Lb4&feature=
player_embedded  

 Carl Williams 
 

Shear brain power - sheep smarter than previously 
believed 

21 February 2011  

 
Scientists at the University of Cambridge have discovered 
that sheep are more intelligent than previously believed. 

Despite having a comparable brain size to other highly 
evolved animals, sheep have been historically perceived as 
unintelligent and were therefore not considered to be good 
animal models for studying diseases that affect learning and 
memory. 

However, new research recently published in the journal 
PLoS ONE shows that sheep are indeed smarter than 

previously believed. The researchers are hopeful the animals 
will prove useful for research into diseases that impair the 
cognitive abilities of patients, such as Huntington's disease 
(HD) and Alzheimer's disease. 

"A new line of genetically modified sheep developed by 
researchers in New Zealand and Australia which carries the 
defective gene for HD has given us some unique 
opportunities to research treatments for this debilitating 
disease," said Professor Jenny Morton, a University of 
Cambridge researcher who specialises in HD. "However, if 
we are going to test the cognitive function in the HD sheep, 
first we need to understand how the brain works in a normal 
sheep." 

The scientists posed a series of challenging tests similar to 
ones used to assess cognitive impairments of humans 
suffering from HD. The tests for the sheep involved making 
choices that were cued by different coloured or shaped 
objects, with feed as an incentive. These were each mastered 
in turn by the sheep. For example, in the first and easiest 
trial the sheep was presented with a blue bucket containing 
food and an empty yellow bucket. After a few trials they 
went automatically to the blue bucket. 

Previous research has shown that sheep not only have good 
memories for faces. This study shows that they also can 
discriminate colour and shape as separate dimensions. 

"The sheep were very amenable to the testing," said 
Professor Jenny Morton, who conducted the study while she 
was a Royal Society Leverhulme Senior Research Fellow. 
"They have an agreeable disposition which lends itself well 
to being used for such experiments." 

The next stage of the research will be to test the 
Huntington's disease sheep, to see if, like human patients, 
they also have cognitive deficits. 

Flickr image credit: James Bowe 

Now this is important, for once!   
Yesterday, 3 March, a very clear majority in Wales voted in 
a referendum to give the Welsh Assembly more power to 
make laws without having to ask Whitehall or Westminster 
for approval.   

Wales votes to loosen lawmaking tie to Westminster 
All but one of 22 referendum districts support the allocation 
of new legislative powers to Cardiff assembly 

Helen Carter and Hannah Waldram  
guardian.co.uk, Friday 4 March 2011 18.01 GMT  
Article history 

 



The Welsh Assembly will now have more power to make 
laws without having to ask London for approval. 
Photograph: Rex Features  

The people of Wales have wholeheartedly endorsed giving 
their assembly more power to make laws without having to 
ask Whitehall or Westminster for approval. 

At the declaration at the Welsh Assembly Senedd in Cardiff 
Bay, 21 out of 22 districts agreed to give the body direct 
new powers to legislate in specific areas, bringing Wales 
closer into line with Scotland and Northern Ireland. More 
than half a million people voted yes while fewer than 
300,000 opposed the change. 

Only Monmouthshire sounded a lone note of dissent. People 
there voted no by a mere 320 votes – 50.6% to 49.4%. As 
the last result, for Cardiff, came in there were large numbers 
of the yes camp gathered, cheering the result. 

First minister Carwyn Jones said: "Today an old nation 
came of age. 

"Our country has united in a way that perhaps it wasn't in 
1997. It means, of course, that for us politicians we have a 
duty to show those people who voted for us that we can use 
the powers we have for the benefit of the people. We can 
now do things, instead of talking about doing things." 

Welsh Liberal Democrat leader Kirsty Williams expressed 
delight, with the caveat that the campaign had exposed 
widespread dissatisfaction with the performance of the 
Welsh government "which has presided over Wales 
becoming the poorest part of the UK, with standards in our 
schools and hospitals slipping behind England and 
Scotland". 

She called for a new era of devolution in which a culture of 
blame is replaced by a culture of responsibility. 

The areas that delivered the biggest yes votes – 70% and 
more in favour – were Neath Port Talbot, Gwynedd, 
Carmarthenshire and Rhondda Cynon Taf. 

When the first result from Blaenau Gwent was declared, yes 
campaigners cheered the 11,869-5,366 vote in their favour. 
Results from Denbigshire and Wrexham soon followed. 

Lord Roberts, of Llandudno, a yes campaigner, said: "No 
longer will the bills passed in Cardiff have to be signed in 
Westminster and that will save time and money and the 
work of many staff. Cardiff can say today and can do 
tomorrow. We aren't asking for any more powers or any 
more money, but a streamlined system." 

In the lead up to the referendum, some voters criticised the 
lack of information available to them or claimed they did not 
fully understand the technicality they were being asked to 
vote on. 

In some areas turnout was below 30%, which first minister 
Jones described as "not brilliant, but then not apocalyptic 
which some people predicted". 

Roger Lewis, chairman of the Yes for Wales campaign, 
said: "Wales has said yes – laws which only affect Wales 
will henceforth be made in Wales. Together we can take 
Wales forward, today we have found our voice." 

Defeat was conceded early by Rachel Banner, the Pontypool 
teacher who led the True Wales campaign against the 
change. She claimed the result should not be seen as an 
endorsement of the assembly's record and said she was 
concerned about a fragmentation of the UK and "an 
obsession with lawmaking from Welsh politicians". 

Shadow Welsh secretary Peter Hain described the result as a 
fantastic vote of confidence in devolution and for the way 
the first minister had led the assembly government. 

Darren Millar, a Conservative member of the assembly, 
said: "It's fantastic to see this result. I've been campaigning 
for a yes vote with my colleagues." 

He said the referendum was about the lawmaking process, 
not about independence, and changes needed to make the 
assembly more efficient. 

Canon Rev. Sarah Rowland Jones 
 
 
Anyone having computer problems – we have our very own 
IT Specialist: 
 

COMPUTERS: Free Quotes-Fair Rates 
 

ON-SITE COMPUTER PROBLEM ASSISTANCE, 
UPGRADES, INSTALLATIONS, ADSL, TRAINING & 

TROUBLESHOOTING. 
 

Over 20 years Experience 
Qualified IT Specialist/Lecturer 

 
ALL HOURS 

GET “ROB FOR THE Job” 
 

Call Rob Hurn: 021 554 3069 or 
084 545 3513 email:rhurn@mweb.co.za 

 
 
IANTO SAYS TO TRY THIS BARGAIN:  
 
A 750ml size bottle Robertson Sauvignon Blanc – sells for 
R34 in PicknPay etc. – you can purchase the 3Litre box of 
same wine for R69 – a massive R17.25 per 750ml – just don 
jrink too mush!! 
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