
 
 

NEWSLETTER                              Issue 84:  April 2015

Message from President – 2015: 
First Newsletter of the year!! Yet many opportunities to see 
& talk to you personally.  
It’s been a busy time, with numerous official invitations & 
our own cultural events to attend to.  For the full story, read 
on & also visit our Facebook page for the photos & write up.  

The AGM next month signifies many things for the Society. 
We will hold an SGM to discuss increasing the membership 
fee to R100, before the AGM. No longer can the Society 
afford to function at R50. If there are any contentions to this, 
please email me your issues beforehand to table points.  
Also, to be so bold, like Helen Zille, I will be stepping down 
as President after completing my 5 years in office. It has 
been a great privilege for me to follow & build on the 
foundations set by my father, Ian Jones & previous 
Presidents but to also add my own mark. The task now is to 
select another President from our members. Nominations are 
open. You can email names to me, it would be a sad day to 
get to the AGM & there weren’t any takers. I can say that 
the position is a privileged one, should be taken seriously & 
passionately. It will cost you time, energy & frustration, but 
you have to bear this for the progression & survival of the 
Society. In fact most of the Committee Members will be 
stepping down after serving more than 10 years.  It is time 
for new blood to carry the Flag 
So my request to you is – BE INVOLVED, STAND UP & 
MAKE YOUR SOCIETY SURVIVE. Nominations please!  
 
The AGM will be an interesting one. I hope to see you there. 

Sian 
 

SPECIAL NOTICE: SGM 

Venue: RCYC, 14 May 2015, 19:00 for 19:30 
Item to be discussed:  

Raising the annual; subscription from R50 to 
R100 per family 

NOTICE: CAPE WELSH SOCIETY AGM 
Venue: RCYC, The Charter Room,  

14 May 2015, 19:00 for 19:45 
Join us for the AGM evening at The Royal Cape Yacht 
Club. Only paid up members will be eligible to vote. You 
may make payment via EFT beforehand (banking details 
below) or on the evening before proceedings start. 
The Club offers snacks/meals before & after the AGM for 
those interested. The Bar will also be open. No Faggots & 
Peas this year.  
Please all make a concerted effort to attend the AGM, your 
vote & input counts for the future of the Society.  
  
 

Banking Details: 

Bank: FNB 
Name of Account: Cape Welsh Society 
Account No:   62331548894 
Branch:    203809 

New Year’s Braai at Pinelands: 

This was a lovely event with a mixture of Welsh Society & 
Welsh Choir members.  Even though a little windy, 
everyone mingled & really enjoyed the relaxed day with 
friends & family. The raffle went down a treat & we raised 
R1100 towards cover of the St Davids Day events. Thank 
you all for the support.   

St David’s Dinner: 
Held at the RCYC on 28 February. A tremendous turnout! 
We had to close bookings as the maximum numbers were 
reached well before the night.  Helen Jones, our Treasurer, 
did a sterling job of introducing EFT payments for tickets 
enabling us to secure venue fees & the Committee to also 
enjoy the evening. This is the way to go, Thank You for 
supporting this initiative. The Committee endeavoured to 
keep the price of the tickets as low as possible by actually 
preparing the desserts. The food was excellent, tasty & great 
value. We received many Thank You’s & compliments  
from members for hosting a successful evening-we 
appreciated this!  
The theme this year was a tribute to the 100 Years of the 
Welsh Guards. A special evening with film footage, images 
& music, as well as heroic stories of our Grandfathers, told 
by MC Ian Jones was absorbed & enjoyed by all. We were 
honoured to have a Welsh Guard in attendance: Ivor Jones 
& direct family members of Welsh Guards, Helen Jones 
Grandfather, Thelma (Jones) & her sisters Muriel & Beryl 
for their father. The pictures of the event & official 
ceremony in Wales can be viewed on our Facebook page.  
To top off the official celebrations The Cape Welsh choir 
enthralled us with the national Anthem & medley.  
Ian, a masterful MC conducted the evening proceedings. 
The raffle presented many prizes & a huge fundraiser with 
R4000, a first.   
The evening was a tremendous success. St David himself 
would have been proud of how we celebrated his special day 
with true Welsh spirit of Love, Compassion & Friendship. 
Thank you for attending 

St David’s Day Service: 
Held at St George’s Cathedral on 1 March.  Conducted by 
Rev. Ermel Kirby who again delivered a very humorous & 
most enjoyable sermon. One of the best! See his sermon 
attached for those unable to attend. His words still ring true 
of: 

“Be joyful and keep your faith and your creed, and do 
the Little Things” – Act Justly; Love Tenderly; Walk 
humbly with your God.  AMEN.” Rev Ermal Kirby 



The Congregation once again were enthralled by the Cape 
Welsh Choir who gave an extra performance at the end of 
the Service.  The cathedral was filled with their voices & 
songs.  

Janet Morgan & Alun Davies, stalwarts & previous 
Presidents of the Welsh Society, once again provided the 
scripture readings supporting the sermon, in Welsh.  
Once again the Cape Hollow hosted sandwiches, tea/coffee 
etc, for all who made their way at the end of the Service.  
The whole weekend of Welshness was an unforgettable 
celebration and our Members and Guests look forward every 
year to renewing the friendships and experience. 
Unfortunately we will be losing rev Ermal for the next three 
years as he returns to UK but hopefully we will see him 
return to our Welsh family. We wish him & his family well. 

Children’s Red Cross Charity: 
Members of the Society were invited to attend a Memorial 
to WWII Soldiers as part of the global commemorative 
events.  Sian laid a wreath donated by the Society. The 
Welsh Society was recognised alongside other Military 
dignitaries & Societies. A privilege & special event for Sian 
as she attended the Red Cross Children’s Hospital as part of 
her Paediatric training as a Professional Nursing Sister.  

The Opening of Parliament 
This year’s Opening Of Parliament event was an incredible 
affair.  Members of Parliament, Dignitaries, Businesses & 
Societies were in attendance.  This lavish affair, hosted at 
the British Consulate was sponsored by the British Airways 
this year. It was a very special evening as HMS Dragon, 
involved with Cardiff, was also berthed at Simons Town & 
in attendance, we were lucky enough to meet the Captain & 
crew, some of whom were Welsh.  Again this event signifies 
the value & importance of the Society’s recognition & need 
of networking with the British Consulate.  An amazing 
evening. 

HMS Dragon: 
Shortly following the opening of Parliament the Welsh 
Society Committee & Choir were invited aboard the HMS 
Dragon, berthed at the V & A Waterfront.  Another superb 
cocktail evening, enjoyed by all, with an ideal opportunity to 
network with businesses & Societies. 

 
 
  
St Patricks’s Celebration: 
An official invitation to attend the St Patricks event from the 
Irish Society was accepted on the 17 March. This year’s 
event was held at Kelvin Grove, Sian as President & a 
number of Welsh members made up a table to enjoy the 
evening.  The whisky pre drinks & Irish music certainly set 
the pace for the evening’s festivities.  A delightful evening,  
worth attending. 
 
Member News:   
We welcome Ceri Hill from Dowlais as a new member.  
Hopefully we will meet him in person at the AGM. 

Welsh Sport: 
Only confirming what you already know anyway that Welsh 
Rugby was up among the 6 Nation’s Top 3 but only came 
third in the points championship aggregate.  Fancy beating 
Ireland 61 points and ending up like that! 
We can’t write them off in the World Cup soon but the All 
Blacks do look good don’t they? 
Shame that Italy can’t get out of their losing mode, but then 
again – ‘’All’s fair in love & Rugby’’. 

2 Weeks Ago: 

The touring Rhondda and Taff under 15 team went back 
boasting that they beat all three local schools, DF Malan, 
Rondebosch and Durbanville High Schools, convincingly. 
Nice to see the Society was there shouting for them as well 
as their many families. 

Choir Corner: 
Upcoming Concerts: 

Fri 24 Apr: Noordhoek Manor Silvermine, TBA 
Sat 9 May: Bergvleit Methodist Church, 15:00 
Fri 29 May:Rotary Somerset West, TBA 
Sat 20 Jun: Montagu Youth Festival, TBA 
Sun 13 Sep: Battle of Britain Service, Simonstown, TBA 
Fri 27 Nov: Cle du Cap Retirement Centre, TBA 
Sun 6 Dec:  St Lukes Hospice, Kenilworth, TBA 
Fri 11 Dec: Villa Cortona, Durbanville, TBA 

Welsh Men Are Everywhere:   
John James Hughes  1814--1889 

In the mid 1850’s moved to London and became manager of 
C.J.Marc’s forging and rolling mills, this Hughes was a 
Welsh engineer from Merthyr Tydfil.  Born in Merthyr 
where his father was the engineer at the Cyfartha Works 



specializing in the manufacture of metals .it was here that 
started John James career. 
Moved to Ebbw Vale and joined a company in Newport 
called Uskside Foundry and, in 1840 acquired a shipyard at 
the age of 28 and also owned a small foundry.The Company 
was then taken over by Millwall Iron Works and 
Shipbuilding Company, Hughes was a director of 
.C.J.Marc’s and when this company floundered, he was 
made manager of Millwall Iron Works. 
At this time British companies were in demand to clad the 
wooden ships with iron, much credit for this goes to Hughes.  
In 1864 he designed a gun carriage for the royal Navy and, 
in 1868 the Millwall Iron Works received an order from the 
Russian government to develop metal works in the Ukraine 
region. 
Hughes founded the Russian Corporation and in 1870 
moved to Russia and established a metal works with the help 
of about 100 metal workers and also some minors, all from 
S Wales. 
The Hughes factory gave its name to the settlement which 
grew in the shadow of the factory and the town was called 
Hughesovka (Yozouka) . The town grew rapidly and the 
iron works prospered, unfortunately Hughes died in 1889. 
The metal works was at that time the largest in the Russian 
Empire but due to the Russian revolution  in 1917 the town 
changed its name to Stalino in 1924 and then to Danetsk in 
1961. 

 Barry Hurn 

EDITOR:  THELMA JONES  
Submissions/suggestions for future Newsletters are welcome. 

 


