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News from the President:  
Its been a while since the last Newsletter; behind the 
scenes the committee has been hard at work:   

Strategy: After strategic discussions we identified our 
core objectives to move the Society forward: from the 
Web Site:” In this new chapter of our Society’s life, we 
want to celebrate past, present and future, sharing our 
rich heritage within the rainbow nation of which we are 
now a part. We aim to do so by building our brand 
through our Welshness and supporting needy projects 
within the Cape. Now more than ever we need the 
“older” stalwarts of our Society to take us forward”. 

Web Site: Will finally go Live this month. Have a look 
at the new site www.welshsociety.co.za. Let us know 
what you think of it by entering your comments on the 
“Contact Us” page.  All events and Newsletters will be 
published on this site. You will still receive your 
Monthly Newsletter 

Events: Forthcoming events for the remainder of the 
year & into 2011. We really would like to see you there, 
so please diarize the dates. The rugby is always a good 
one, so wear your red and white,  join us in support of 
our Welsh boys (if your not lucky enough to have a 
ticket) .   

Sian Ferch Ianto 
President 

Future Events 
 12th November : Wales V’s South Africa at the  

Millennium Stadium . Venue Melkboss Country 
Club, Kick off at 16:40 so meet about 16:00. Braai 
facilities available, cash bar, steak rolls on sale. 
Wear RED & WHITE!! 

 23rd November: Choir at Silvermine – more info 
to follow 

 3rd Dec: Lions & Golf Club Fundraiser at the 
Goodwood Club, Tickets R40, contact Dave 
Stephens for tickets 

 Sunday 19th Dec: Welsh Society Christmas Party 
Braai, Carols, Slippery Slide for the kids, at the 
Melkboss Country Club. Info to follow  

 Friday Jan 28th: Trivia Evening– Trivia & Braai at 
the Goodwood Club 

 Sunday 6th March St Davids Day Service: St 
Georges Cathedral.  

 26th Feb St Davids Day Dinner – Mowbray Golf 
Club  

Choir Corner: 
The Choir’s 28th Anniversary “Festival of Song”:  Guest 
Artists:  Lana English, Victor Siljeur and 18 yrs old 
William Makudupanyani  Senaoana, well supported by 
the Welsh Society.  The Choir as usual sung beautifully 
and enthralled us with their new songs. 
The Choir has changed its practice venue to the Moths 
Shell Hole building in Milnerton. 
Two CDs for R100:  The CD cut when the British Lions 
Choir sang with the Cape Welsh Choir in the City Hall 
“The Lion Sings with the Dragon” is now on offer with 
the last CD recorded by the Cape Welsh “The Gift of 
Song”. Please contact Bob & Linda Davies (Tel: 
0215290697) or any Choir member. 

Upcoming Concerts:  
 Friday 26th Nov Noordhoek Manor Retirement 

Home. 
 Friday 3rd Dec Choir concert: Goodwood Sports 

Club, fundraiser for Golf Section Charity  
 Saturday 11th Dec Choir Christmas party at The 

Mount, Durbanville. Contact Sandra Ahern for 
tickets +-R180. 
All Welsh Society members welcome!! 

Mike Atkins 
 

 
Welsh News: 
CONGATULATIONS to Trefor Morgan who turned 80 
this month. Trefor, born in 1930, emigrated from Derry 
with his wife, Janet of nearly 60 years, & the kids, to SA 
in 1975. He was appointed  as a Building Manager with 
Murray & Steward (now Murray & Roberts) & worked 
on a number of notable jobs. He moved to Kimberly in 
1976, with a quick stint in Lesotho, before he was 
seconded to build Koeberg in the 1970’s. From Koeberg 
he was involved in the construction of the new Groote 
Schuur Hospital & LCA.  Trefor, has always been 
involved with the Welsh Society from its early days & a 
founder of The Cape Male voice choir. Was this inspired 
by his meeting with Tom Jones in 1975? Trefor we 
thank you for your continued support in the society & 
wish you health & happiness!!! 
 
 
 



Only Men Aloud: 
The founder of Only Men Aloud, who won the BBC's 
Last Choir Standing, has set up a new initiative Only 
Boys Aloud to get teenage lads into choral singing.   
  
More details at 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/aug/01/only-boys-
aloud-wales-choirs;  and an edited extract below. 
  
The popularity of Only Men Aloud, the Welsh group 
who won BBC's Last Choir Standing, helped revive 
interest and prompted OMA founder Tim Rhys-Evans to 
set about attracting younger voices.  This project is 
aimed at unearthing the next generation of singers from 
the valleys of South Wales, and comes amid concerns 
that the male choral tradition is dying out.  Over the last 
few months teenagers, some with experience of singing 
but many with none, have been meeting at Welsh rugby 
clubs to learn about choral singing as well as to rehearse. 
The result has been inspiring, said Rhys-Evans. "Choral 
singing was a waning tradition. I wanted to do 
something to save it from disappearing completely."  He 
said he had a tough job: "It's OK for girls to sing and 
dance but for boys trying to find their place in the world 
going to choir practice had become a surefire way of 
getting your head kicked in." Which is why he chose to 
hold rehearsals in rugby clubs – if he could get tough 
players involved, that would give the project more street 
credibility among their peers.  Rhys-Evans was also 
fighting against a lack of aspiration among teenagers, 
especially boys. "It became acceptable not to do very 
much with your life."  Yet the project seems to have 
worked. Teenagers have flocked to the rehearsals and 
this weekend were making their public debut at the 
opening of the National Eisteddfod in Ebbw Vale.  The 
choice of music has been crucial. They enjoyed singing 
Don't Stop Believin', the Journey song revived by the US 
television show Glee. But they also love Welsh hymn 
Calon Lân and folk song Sosban Fach (Little Saucepan), 
a favourite among rugby fans... 

Wales celebrates promotion of peak to 
'super-mountain' 

The peak of Glyder Fawr in Snowdonia has long been 
regarded as a poor relation to the four Welsh "super-
mountains" that soar over 1,000m. But today surveyors 
revealed that the summit, previously believed to be a 
tantalising 999m, did in fact reach the kilometre 
mark. The mountain – whose name translates as "Great 
Heap" – was confirmed to be 1,000.8m, and becomes the 
fifth Welsh super-mountain. 
There are implications for mapmakers, walkers and 
runners. Future editions of maps will have to be changed 
to reflect Glyder Fawr's new status and tourism 
brochures will have to be redesigned. A race taking in 
the Welsh peaks above 1,000m will be rethought and a 
flood of extra walkers is expected to arrive in 
Snowdonia to bag the fifth super-mountain. 
Ordnance Survey measures the height of a mountain 
using a method called photogrammetry, which uses 
detailed aerial images to create three-dimensional 
images of the countryside. However, this method can 

have a margin of error of 3m.  A more detailed 
measurement was taken by a group of keen amateur 
surveyors who climbed Glyder Fawr and strapped a GPS 
antennae to the summit. By receiving signals from 
satellites, it was possible to calculate a more accurate 
measurement. 

Snowdonia's director of land management, Emyr 
Williams, praised the group. He said: "We now have a 
fifth peak in Snowdonia which is higher than 1,000m 
and as a result, it is sure to attract more walkers to this 
area and it also adds another peak to the Welsh 1,000m 
Peaks Race.  "Our challenge however, following today's 
announcement, is to ensure that this area's special 
qualities will be carefully protected.  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/21/wales-peak-
promoted-super-mountain 

There's a nice review of a Tom Jones concert of his new 
album (in a chapel!) at 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2010/sep/19/tom-
jones-union-chapel   

Rev. Sarah Rowland-Jones 
Welsh Rugby: 

News from:   www.rugby365.com  

Gatland's future still up in the air 
Mon, 06 Sep 2010 17:32 

 
Will he stay on to 2015? Wales coach Warren Gatland. 

(c) Getty 
Wales coach Warren Gatland's future is undecided, 
with a contract extension until the 2015 World Cup 
still on the table and by no means out of the question. 

Gatland will guide Wales to the 2011 World Cup in his 
homeland, New Zealand, but the question is whether or 
not he will stay in the Land of the Long White Cloud, or 
choose to fight on with his talented crop of young Welsh 
stars. 



Gatland took change of the team in 2008 and found 
immediate success, leading Wales to a Grand Slam in 
the Six Nations in his first year in charge. 

Wales Rugby Union (WRU) Chief Executive Roger 
Lewis has been in talks with the Kiwi coach, in an 
attempt to negotiate a new contract. 

"We're talking at the moment and I've had a lot of 
discussions with Roger Lewis about the potential for an 
extension, so I'm just weighing that up [against] the 
family pressure from New Zealand, because I they are 
quite keen for Dad to come back," Gatland told the BBC. 

"There is a big part of me that still wants to stay here." 

Gatland has a number of talented young players in his 
current squad, which he admitted could tempt him to 
stay on and build a strong team to contest the 2015 
World Cup. 

"I think if you look potentially at Wales in 2011 and 
2015 - Wales could only lose four of five players in the 
next four years, with Stephen Jones, Shane Williams and 
Martyn Williams retiring, but everyone else could be 
there until 2015 - which would be an old side, but really 
experienced," he said. 

Wales are looking to pick themselves up after 
consecutive defeats by the All Blacks on their mid-year 
tour to New Zealand, where they went down 9-42 and 
10-29 against Richie McCaw's powerful side. 

"We weren't looking for easy games and I kept saying 
that the only way we get better is by playing [against] 
the best," Gatland told the BBC. 

"Those players that went to New Zealand and [were able 
to] experience playing against the All Blacks, 
particularly for some of the youngsters who [will have 
learned a lot, having] never played at that level and that 
intensity before. 

"One of the things that we found on the tour to New 
Zealand in the stats was that our tight five were running 
two kilometers further than they would in any other 
international match. 

"We've got to try and replicate that in training and we 
want to play the southern hemisphere teams as often as 
we can, to try and replicate that kind of intensity where 
we are being pushed to our limits." 

Up and coming fixtures 
November 2010 
Internationals 
6 Nov 2010 England  vs  New Zealand   London   
6 Nov 2010 Wales  vs  Australia   Cardiff   
Vodacom Outgoing Tours 
6 Nov 2010   Ireland  vs  South Africa   Aviva 
Stadium   
Internationals 
13 Nov 2010  England  vs  Australia  London   
13 Nov 2010  Ireland  vs  Samoa   Dublin   
13 Nov 2010  Scotland  vs  New Zealand   
Edinburgh   
Vodacom Outgoing Tours 
13 Nov 2010  Wales  vs  South Africa   
Millennium Stadium   

Internationals 
20 Nov 2010  England  vs  Samoa   London   
20 Nov 2010  Ireland  vs  New Zealand   Dublin   
20 Nov 2010  Wales  vs  Fiji   Cardiff   
Vodacom Outgoing Tours 
20 Nov 2010  Scotland  vs  South Africa   
Murrayfield   
Internationals 
27 Nov 2010  Ireland  vs  Argentina   Dublin   
27 Nov 2010  Scotland  vs  Samoa   
Edinburgh   
27 Nov 2010  Wales  vs  New Zealand   Cardiff   
Vodacom Outgoing Tours 
27 Nov 2010  England  vs  South Africa   
Twickenham   
December 2010 
Vodacom Outgoing Tours 
4 Dec 2010  Barbarians  vs  South Africa   
Twickenham 
 

Ryder Cup 'can help us out of the rough'  
Sep 20 2010 by Robert Lloyd Griffiths, Western Mail  

LITTLE did seed merchant Samuel Ryder realise when 
he donated a golden trophy to a sports competition more 
than 80 years ago that it would become such an iconic 
symbol of global excellence. 

The entrepreneur was an enthusiastic amateur golfer 
back in the 1920s and liked the idea that professionals 
from America and Britain challenge each other every 
couple of years. 

As all can now see, his faith in the Ryder Cup has been 
repaid many times over. It’s an enormous event that 
brings together many of the world’s most high-profile 
golfers and which shines a very bright spotlight on the 
venue. 

Hence, a week tomorrow, when the first ball is hit in the 
practice sessions for the 2010 tournament, the attention 
of many millions around the world will be focused on 
Wales. 

For a number of reasons, I believe the way in which our 
own modern day entrepreneur Sir Terry Matthews 
secured the competition for Newport had much in 
common with Ryder’s sporting vision and business nous. 

The doubters were many and the hurdles high as Sir 
Terry fought for the tournament – but his energy, skill 
and ambition won through. 

It was a Welsh business trait that should not be 
underestimated or undervalued as we advance further 
into tricky economic times likely to be pitted with deep 
business bunkers. 

The Celtic Manor will now be on the lips of people 
across the globe as well as more than 1,000 journalists 
and an estimated 250,000 golf fans visiting Wales just 
for the Ryder Cup. 

Some may even be prompted to come to Wales in the 
future and to invest heavily. What a result that would be! 
The message should clearly be over the coming weeks 



that we’re open for business and that even in tough times 
we want to make the most of the challenges ahead. 

The Ryder Cup good news has already started coming. 
When American team captain Corey Pavin announced 
his team’s final line-up a few weeks ago, parts of the 
press conference were featured on BBC TV’s national 
news. 

As the cameras rolled, Pavin mentioned “Wales” – not 
Europe or Great Britain – twice. Star player Tiger 
Woods – what a great blessing it is that a sports star of 
his magnitude is on his way here – mentioned Wales 
twice. 

That small but vibrant snapshot of the media interest 
illustrates how powerful the promotional impact of the 
Celtic Manor Ryder Cup will be. And how important Sir 
Terry’s entrepreneurial efforts could be to the future of 
our economy. 

The Ryder Cup 2010 is perhaps the greatest example yet 
of entrepreneurial investment and belief in Wales. 

It shows that there’s value, potential and opportunity in 
investing in the Welsh economy and its future growth. 
Most of us who live and work here understand that 
already; now we can get that message across to many 
more. 

Wales’ passion for enterprise was again highlighted on 
September 10, when the IoD Wales hosted an event at 
the Celtic Manor’s Twenty Ten Clubhouse. Guest 
speakers included Welsh Secretary Cheryl Gillan, rugby 
legend Gerald Davies and venture fund chief executive 
Simon Gibson. 

The theme of the lunch was Investing in Wales and one 
clear message was that entrepreneurs should be given the 
backing to take risks and to go the extra mile. Rather like 
golf, in fact. 

I wonder which Welsh entrepreneurs in future years will 
celebrate a commercial hole in one. 

I notice that there are some particularly big names due to 
appear at the Millennium Stadium’s Ryder Cup 
Welcome to Wales Concert on September 29. 

Let’s hope that the presence of Dame Shirley Bassey 
will lead to many more big spenders being attracted to 
Wales and investing in our future. 

Robert Lloyd Griffiths is director of the IoD in Wales 
Member News 
Check out the front page of the Western Province 
Ice Hockey website 
(http://www.wpicehockey.co.za/) My beautiful 
daughter Morgan and her friend Nicola were 
players of the month, and they've been selected for 
the Western Province side..... 
  
Obviously a chip off the old block. 
  
PROOOOOVINCE.....  
  
Also see how the team (Eagles) is doing in the 
league....  

  

  

 

. 

Carl Williams 
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