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Forthcoming Events: 
30.11.12  Dinner at The Black Angus at the Paddocks 
Centre, Milnerton. 
9.12.12   Xmas Carols & Braai atMelkbos Country Club at 
3pm 
3.03.13  St David’s Service at St. George’s 
Cathedral,Capetown, at 3pm. 
St David’s Dinner provisionally booked at the Leinster Hall 
(same as last year) either for Saturday 2 March or 9 March.  
If anyone has any other suggestions please let us know asap. 
13.10.13  Welsh Charity Golf Day at Parow Golf Club.   

Welsh News: 
‘Wales becomes a top gastro-tourism destination’ 

Wales has always been respected in food circles, chiefly for 
the renowned Abergavenny Food Festival, and now that 
popularity – and the emphasis on good Welsh food and 
cooking – is growing.  People are increasingly visiting 
Wales to sample local produce in a growing number of 
restaurants specialising in locally raised and grown food.  
The Government has also got in on the act, funding a ‘Taste 
of Wales’ brand, and there is a flurry of other gastro-
inspired initiatives, including a Restaurant in London, 

Odette’s, which focusses on quality meat and veg from 
home, brought in by its Welsh owner-chef.  

Read more at: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2012/aug/29/wales-
top-gastro-tourism-destination. 
‘Q&A with Tom Jones’ 

Few of us would be surprised to learn that Tom Jones 
considers his voice to be his most treasured possession, that 
his favourite smell is the scent of a woman, the worst job 
he’s ever done is 12-jor shifts at a paper-mill, or that his 
most embarrassing moment was when he was using the 
toilet in an M1 motorway stop, sitting with his trousers 
down, and some girls jumped over the door!  But what about 
his greatest fear is, or the most important lesson life has 
taught him.  He answers these and many other questions 
(from favourite book, to fancy dress costume of choice, to 
‘cat or dog?’ to naming guests at his dream dinner party in a 
Q&A interview at: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2012/aug/31/tom-
jones-singer. 
As for his fear, it’s going to jail, and the lesson is ‘Don’t 
make decisions when you’ve had too much to drink’!  Thank 
you, Sir Tom. 



Keeping up with the Joneses is a tough job for 
Davieses and Williamses 
More Joneses have played rugby for Wales than any other 
name, with a spurt since the turn of the millennium keeping 
the Davieses and Williamses at bay, says Frank Keating, 
writing in The Observer on 4 November 2012. He says: 

Wales's wild-haired propmeister Adam Jones has 
withdrawn, injured, from next Saturday's start of rugby's 
autumn internationals. So, possibly, will stalwart back-row 
and fellow Osprey Ryan Jones. But a Jones will still be in 
the team. One invariably is. 

It is all of eight Novembers since Ryan won his first cap 
and became Wales's 73rd rugby Jones when he joined 
Adam, Dayfdd, Duncan, Stephen and Steve to break an 
apparent Guinness record for surname surfeit which had 
stood for 65 years since 1939 when a red-shirted Davies 
quintet helped make up the XV who took on Ireland in 
Belfast. (On closer examination this week, that record 
seems slightly dubious for while Howard, Leslie, Micky 
and Willie were of the genuine six-letter brotherhood, the 
Cardiff prop that day WE ("Wendy") Davis was missing 
the third crucial vowel. 

Six Novembers ago, on the same day Wales were playing at 
home, at the nearby Millennium Centre the famous stout-
founded record book contrived a gathering "of the world's 
biggest congregation of people with the same surname" 
when 1,000 Joneses turned up, easily to pass the existing 
record of 583 set by the Norbergs of Sweden. That same 
afternoon, the 76th Jones was playing for Wales – as well 
as the 60th Davies, the 51st Williams, the 47th Evans and 
the 42nd Thomas. This represented an astonishing spurt 
from the Jones boys, for only at the turn of the millennium 
in 2000 the various clans sharing the 975 Welsh caps 
awarded since 1881 had been just cruising along in a bunch 
with Jones boasting 60 caps, Davies 56, Williams and 
Evans each 47, Thomas 36, Morgan 22, Rees 20 and Lewis 
19. 
… and if you want to read more about footballing and 
cricketing Joneses, a journalist called Blott, a boxer called 
Basham, and various others, go to 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport/blog/2012/nov/03/wales-
joneses-davieses-williamses?INTCMP=SRCH 

Desmond Tutu Thanks Wales ‘for Helping South Africa 
free’ 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu thanked the people of Wales for 
helping South Africans free themselves from Apartheid. 

On 23 October 2012, at a dinner in Cardiff celebrating the 
work of three Wales-based charities that work under the 
umbrella of Undeb Africa, he also said MerthyrTydfil was 
one of the first places to give him the freedom of its county. 

Addressing guests including former First Minister Rhodri 
Morgan and the Archbishop of Wales, Barry Morgan, 
Archbishop Tutu said: “You may have forgotten that once 
South Africa had something called Apartheid and we got 
incredible support from you people here in Wales. I 
remember going to somewhere called MerthyrTydfil and it 
was one of the first places to have given me the freedom of 
the county and here we are, free today. It wouldn’t have 
happened – certainly it wouldn’t have happened as quickly 
as it did – had it not been for people like yourselves who 
helped us. So I know I speak on behalf of millions and 
millions of my fellow South Africans in saying a very 

bigthank you to yourselves for having accomplished this 
great thing of helping us to be free.” 

Joking that the Welsh rugby team “did beat us once, 
somewhere” he said he still remembered watching the 
Welsh rugby team on television because of “their fantastic 
song”, Land of my Fathers.  

His speech at City Hall in the Welsh capital took place at 
the beginning of an overnight visit to South Wales in which 
the Archbishop is expected to visit a Cardiff school, a 
charity in the Rhondda and take a tour of Welsh 
Government buildings at Cathays Park, before he flies on to 
Egypt…. 

You can read the rest of the articles at 
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-
news/2012/10/24/desmond-tutu-thanks-wales-for-helping-
south-africa-free-91466-32099684/#ixzz2Bc1KhOlW 

And there are some lovely pics at 
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/multimedia/news/2012/10/25/
archbishop-desmond-tutu-continues-his-visit-to-wales-
91466-32104890/.  

Welsh Member News: 
Carig Evans 
Carig has received the Chris Burger award for services to 
rugby in the school. (All rugby playingschools in the 
Western Province are expected to make the award each year 
tothe boy who has done the most to further excellence in 
rugby, promotinghighest standards and so forth.) 
Well done Carig – we are very proud of you. 

 
50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration: 
Congratulations to Pat & Dave on their 50th Anniversary. 
They had a celebratory dinner at The Mount last month with 
old friends from differing interests groups whom they have 
met since being in SA.it was a magic evening 

60th Birthday Wishes: 

To Steve Delve who enjoyed a surprise party with friends 
and family at Koeberg also last month. 

 



Safari to the Battlefields of Kwazulu-Natal (Pat & 
Dave, Peter & Father Sarah) 
Visiting the sites of Isandlwana, Rorke’s Drift, Blood River 
and Talona Museum, one is left wondering why these out of 
the way places featured so strongly in SA History.  You 
realise that British Imperialism was the reason. 

Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift were the result of a harsh 
British ultimatum to the Zulus to cease across border raids, 
disband their army to allow warriors to marry.  King 
Cetshwayo knew that to accept the terms would mean the 
loss of Zulu independence and breakdown of Zulu society.  
The British finally conquered Zululand in July 1879. 

Today both battlefield sites are giving more prominence to 
the Zulu side than in the past.  A memorial to the fallen 
Zulus was unveiled in Jan 1999 at the 120th anniversary at 
Isandlwana. 

At Rorke’s Drift the museum is now full of Zulu pottery, 
bead work and embroidery whereas it was formally full of 
British memorabilia. 

Blood River was the end result of the Voortrekkers refusing 
to be subjected to British rule in the Cape Colony and 
seeking a place where they could maintain their culture.  
This led to their clashes with the Zulus disputing territory in 
the rolling hills of Zululand. 

Today tourism with visits to the battle sites is big business in 
the Dundee area.  R400 per person is the average charge for 
a day tour. 

One thing Dundee has which can gladden the hearts of 
Welsh people is the “Griffin Bar” in the Royal Country Inn.  
Two large Welsh flags and a rugby jersey adorn the bar 
while the lounge has a further 2 flags with memorabilia of 
the 24th Royal Welsh Regiment at Rorke’s Drift. 

Post note:  One of the Tour Guides advertised is Evan Jones 
(These Jones get everywhere). 

Father Sarah 

A flavour of Wales on 24th August 2012 

A Cardiff gardener, who plays Indian temple music in his 
greenhouse, has grown a 28" (71cms) cucumber! 
 
Swansea born Adele Mallow was rather surprised when she 
spotted, in her new home village of Purbrook, Waterlooville 
Hampshire, a road sign "dim marcioffordd"....though it 
helpfully added "no road markings" in English! 
 
Newport RFC are investigating the whereabouts of 
memorabilia belonging to the family of Arthur Gould, who 
captained Wales in their first Triple Crown in 1893.  The 
rugby club strongly suggest that the historic collection 
previously lent to them and valued about £250,000, was 
returned to the family in the 1990's and are investigating 
further! 

Elizabeth Parry (Hereford) 

Welsh Choir Concerts: 
The Cape Welsh Choir have been asked to donate their time 
(free of charge) to help boost the funds of the Fellows of 
Cancer.  They have willingly agreed, and will partake in a 
concert on Friday the 30 Nov at the Paddocks Centre in 
Milnerton.It will be held in the forecourt of the Centre at the 
Black Angus Grill, 19:00 for 19:30. 

We are asking all the Welsh Society to also join in this very 
worthwhile cause - it would be ‘tidy’ to see you there in 
support and obviously nice to see you. 

Tickets are R150 each(inclusive of a 2 course meal)…a 
lovely evening,I believe there will be a couple of celebs 
there also.If you cannot make it then perhaps a donation 
might also be great way to support. 

Please contact me asap on 0827722232 or 0215577731. 

Resulting from the continued recruitment efforts of Mike 
and Jean and co,the choir ranks have grown.Diolch well 
done guys,its paying off 

Diolchynfawr 

Ianto the one  
 

Welsh Trivia: 
A couple were lying in bed together on the morning of their 
tenth wedding anniversary when the wife said, ‘Darling, as 
this is such a special 

occasion, I think that it is time I made a confession: before 
we were married, I was a hooker for eight years.’ 

The husband pondered for a moment and then looked into 
his wife's eyes and said, ‘My love, you have been a perfect 
wife for ten years!  I cannot hold your past against you.  
Maybe, though, you could show me a few tricks of the trade 
and spice up our sex life a bit?’ 

She replied, ‘I don't think you understand: my name was 
Brian, and I played rugby for Wales’. 

 
Wales Rugby 

Looking forward to home match against Pumas this 
Saturday 10 Nov at 3pm. 

Mike Phillips not included (playing in France) and caretaker 
coach Rob Howley has warned all Welsh players about the 
French connection. 

Captain Sam Warburton ready for Puma clash. 

Warren Gatland (new Lions head coach) has succeeded in 
acquiring English coaches duo Rowntree and Farrell for 
2013 Lions Management Team. 

Wales play Samoa on 16 Nov and 21:30. 
Ian Jones 

EDITOR:  THELMA JONES  
Submissions/suggestions for future Newsletters are welcome. 

 


