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News from the President:  
A quick note to say that the new committee has been 
hard at work behind the scenes.  
We recently held a strategy session to establish our Core 
Values & Goals for the Society. Now the hard work 
starts on “How” we put this into Action. There will be 
more exciting information on this shortly.  

On a very sad note, we say Goodbye to Fred Bird, who 
passed away peacefully on Sunday 18th July. The funeral 
will be held at the Maitland Crematorium, on Tuesday 
27th July at 15:00.  Followed by tea & snacks at the 
Goodwood Social Club. Our thoughts & prayers go out 
to Jilly & Bret, as well as Fred’s family in Wales.  

The last event, the Wales V’s SA rugby game, was 
supported at the Melkboss Country Club. A great venue 
for watching rugby & a bit of “Hywl”.  Thanks to all the 
members for the Red & White support & singing that the 
locals know us by. Iechyd da Boyos!!  

Sian Ferch Ianto 
President 

 

Future Events 
Friday 13 August: Trivia & Grub Evening, at 

Goodwood Social Club. We look forward to seeing you 
for an exciting Quiz Night. Questions cover a wide 

selection of interests @ 19:00. 
So make up a team and join us. 

R30 Entry fee, including a Hot Dog. 
Prizes for the highest scoring table. 

 

Welsh News: 
Tom Jones' new album, 'Praise and Blame' (or 
perhaps extracts from it) can be downloaded at 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/musicblog/2010/jul/19
/tom-jones-praise-blame, where there is also a discussion 
of whether he has gone back to his roots, or lost the 
plot!   

Six Bells, Abertillery 
50 years ago last month, as some of our members may 
remember, on 28 June 1960, a gas explosion ripped 
through the Six Bells colliery near Abertillery, and 45 
men lost their lives.  A memorial to the tragedy - a 20m 
high sculpture of a miner, by Sebastian Boyesen was 
unveiled by the Archbishop of Canterbury on the 

anniversary.  Gillian Clarke, Wales' National Poet, has 
written the following poem in memoriam. 

Six Bells 
28 June 1960 

Perhaps a woman hanging out the wash 
paused, hearing something, a sudden hush, 

a pulse inside the earth like a blow to the heart, 
holding in her arms the wet weight 

of her wedding sheets, his shirts. Perhaps 
heads lifted from the work of scrubbing steps, 

hands stilled from wringing rainbows onto slate, 
while below the town, deep in the pit 

a rock-fall struck a spark from steel, and fired 
the void, punched through the mine a fist 

of blazing firedamp. As they died, 
perhaps a silence, before sirens cried, 

before the people gathered in the street, 
before she’d finished hanging out her sheets. 

There are pictures of the statue and more info at 
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-
news/2010/06/29/archbishop-unveils-pit-disaster-statue-
91466-26745825/. 

Rev. Sarah Rowland-Jones 
 

Wales – Sport: 
Congratulations to South Africa on hosting a very 
successful SWC.  Everybody commented on the new 
CT Stadium being very user friendly – especially the 
FAN Walk.  Maybe in future we will see the Springboks 
playing there instead of at Newlands – the oldest rugby 
ground in SA. 

However, I was struck by the similarities between Cape 
Town and Cardiff Stadiums.  Both can only really be 
approached from one side, as the sea is behind the CT 
Stadium and the river Taff behind the Cardiff Arms 
Park. 

Both have FAN WALKS to the ground which is really a 
street or road where vehicular traffic is banned, thus 
allowing pedestrians to walk all over the place with 
various vendors on the pavements. 

Somerset Road in CT and Westgate Street in Cardiff 
both are fan walks leading from the railway stations to 
the grounds.  Pubs and Restaurants abound on or near 
both walks with the Cardiff one being operational for 
+/- 50 years, although not called a fan walk. 



Cardiff has innumerable “Arcades” which in themselves 
become fan walks on International days, especially fans 
from Mid-Glam who detrain at Queen’s Street Station. 
Both Stadiums hold 60,000+ with Cardiff at 68,000 
slightly larger and having the advantage of a moveable 
roof. 
CT has vuvuzelas which have taken the SWC by storm 
but have been banned in Wales.  Cardiff has something 
similar called “Choirs”.  The difference between the two 
is debatable (an Englishman said that!) 
Note:  The Millennium Stadium is situated on the Arms 
Park which encompasses a much bigger area. 
The best fan walk I have been on is Princes Street in 
Edinburgh and they don’t even stop the traffic. 

Welsh Rugby: 

Welsh Rugby had a disastrous June.  Losing to the 
Springboks and New Zealand (?) 

Rugby in Wales will never be on a par with these 
countries, even in Home Internationals for as long as 
they contract overseas players to the teams in the 
Heineken League.  Wales only has 88 players to choose 
from who have the experience at top level and to dilute 
this is proving disastrous.  This player drain from the 
overseas countries is benefitting them as they then find 
replacements who widen the pool of players available – 
not as in Wales where the player pool shrinks. 

Dave Stephens 
 

BATTLE SCARS AND DRAGON TRACKS 
A grandson of a nurse, who was the only recorded 
female nurse shot in the Anglo-Boer War of 
1899-1902, met a granddaughter of the British soldier 
who was implicated in the infamous 
shooting. She was quite unaware of this dramatic event 
in the life of her ancestor until the two 
respective grandchildren became acquainted via the 
Internet. The incident was commemorated 
over dinner more than a century later on 8 July 2006, in 
Helston, Cornwall. 
The nurse's grandson followed the paper trail of her 
assailant on three continents, discovering yet 
another unique event in that tragic war. Astonishingly, 
he had married a Boer girl a year before the 
unfortunate tragedy. 
The soldier, a military scout, postponed their 
honeymoon and elected to continue harassing the 
kinfolk of his wife for more than a year. When peace 
was finally brokered, he collected his spoils of 
war - a Boer bride - from a concentration camp and 
returned to Britain 
The seriously wounded nurse forgave her attacker for his 
indiscretion in firing at an innocent at the 
scene of the incident in a small, rural hospital in the 
Orange River Colony. Her simple gravestone 
reads; ‘Forgive and Forget'- a statement she lived by. 
She outlived him and all their 
contemporaries by several score years, never bowing to 
pressure from peers and many of her people 

to condemn the man. She was truly a remarkable woman 
for all time. 
This book is based on verifiable facts, but with 
components of fiction and friction introduced by the 
main character. It honours the remarkable life of the 
main character - a man who lived many lives 
under at least four different names as an adventurer, 
cowboy, military scout, soldier, author, 
genealogist and historian. As an ardent nationalist he 
might have considered himself a reincarnation 
(mab darogan) of a great national hero of Wales adored 
in his youth. 
Caught up in the class struggle at the height of the 
British Empire, he created his own myths in 
order to escape his plebeian birth. This only exacerbated 
the problems he had with a military 
establishment that granted officer ranks on the basis of 
title and property, not necessarily on 
competence/ability. The characters of his own novels 
define his personality. Different names are 
engraved on two tombstones on his grave, but none 
acknowledge his original family name. 
Significantly, the inner turmoil of his nationality in life 
is epitomised by a large, granite Celtic Cross 
threatening to smash a regulation British military 
tombstone of pristine white marble in death. 
Characters that appear in this story are real and but 
products of their times. Any condemnation of 
some is through the eyes of their contemporaries. Some 
have been accorded cult status in history, 
but may not escape the scorn of modern political 
correctness. 
This is the tale of the author's odyssey of discovery and 
of those who crossed and double-crossed the 
tracks of the principal characters. 
A.L. von Zeil April 2010 
BATTLE SCARS AND DRAGON TRACKS 
Private publication due end April 2010; ISBN Number -13 
978-0-620-46322-5; ISBN Number -10 0-620-46322-5 

www.best100.co.za; Enquiries: caratz@telkomsa.net 

Choir Corner: 
Upcoming Concerts  

21 July:  Wynberg Boys School, Start 19:00 
21 August:  The Choir’s 28th Anniversary “Festival of 
Song”:  Guest Artists:  Lana English, Victor Siljeur and 
18 yrs old William Makudupanyani  Senaoana, who has 
just won a prestigious competition at the Carnegie Hall 
in America.  
Tickets R80/R90 available: Pat Stephens, Tel. 
0219825031 or Ian Jones, Tel: 021 557 7731 or  
Computicket. 
Disappointing news is that the trip to the Albert Hall, 
London has been cancelled. 

Mike Atkins 
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